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EXCERPTS FROM THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE DOCUMENTS 
PUBLISHED IN "DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY - 1919-1939 " 
(London, His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1951) 

Excerpt from Minuted by Sir 0, Sargent 

of March 16, 1939 (page 2$4); C 

"The Roumanian Minister came to sea me ;bhis afternoon 
to speak about the new situation created in Central Europe by 
the "disappearance of Cz echo -Slovakia. His Government, .from 
secret and other sources, had good reason to believe, that 
within the next few months the German Government ‘ would reduce.-:- 
Hungary to vassalage and then proceed" to disintegrate Rumania 
in 0 the. same way as they had disintegrated 0 Cz echo -Slovakia, ; V 
with the ultimate object of establishing a German protectorate 
over the whole country H t . ' y 


Exc erpt from di Bpatch of March; 17 , 1939 , 
from. Lord Halifax ^Foreign .Secretary! ; 
to ? ; SirT Raginaldy Hoare : ( Brit if h Mni at er :: 
^in Bucharest ) . (page l 




, $ « *TherRoj^ asked : &o Ssee ; me ; urgently •• •' 1 % >v ' f V 

: this ^afternoon and^begangb^re^ he^ haW • i' 

'previously - said v to Sir . : Oj^ v ?tSargent <.V/s\*yyy~. ■' ’• • £ • ;• ‘ • • 

f“, 111 U’a : : VIA -f in t'.'KT an , nVtAyi4 a'f< «« . "U-w n n ! 


. V.4 " • : C: 1: seemed?tc^ ; Government sbmetfiing S:^) 

c ■ vary much like an ultimatum- . ... 11 ^ ^ Jf * * ^ &^ ~*^ ^ 

. Excerpt from dispatch of March 18; 1939, , 1 u • *v v • ■ y^'.y'r 

: : -from': 'Sir.--- R i'Hoare" tier •;Lard^:-Hallf ax. '■):#' ‘ n. -V 

; ;M page: 369/370) :: ij:/' t :v j ** W . ■ *,. -.V 

"It appear ed'‘4<^<£;so.^ 

• • Minia^r:-fnn. Fdre'i'ffh'.Mf f air s • •would: hot ’? liave i^brmefa '>?£w V* .• * J**? r • 


^ , s •’ 1 , had been decyphered. Hel told ^«hat»he- was bein^-inundated^ ^ 

^ ^ v n E E A ? E w - - s *• - / v * ; ; • - 
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with enquiries regarding report of German ultimatum which had 
appeared in *The Times 1 and * 031 X 7 Telegraph* today* There 
was not a word of truth in it. 

w l4asked how negotiations with Dr. Wobltat were progres- 
sing and told, him the gist of what the Roumanian Minister had 
said to Tour Lordship yesterday. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
expressed bewilderment and maintained under close cross-examina- 
tion that economic negotiations with the Germans were proceeding 
an completely normal lines as between equals. He assured me 
most positively that there had been no attempt hitherto to 
-introduce politics into the discussions and that the tone of 
the German negotiations was more conciliatory since the Czech 
coup than before. Minister for Foreign Affairs ,was in fact 
absolutely positive that for the moment there was no threat 
to Roumania*s political or .economic independence. 

"Minister, for Foreign Affairs is distressed that the 
Roumanian Minister should in an excess of zeal have misrepre- 
sented the . situation and will endeavour to ensure that this 
shall not* recur. 


Excerpt from dispatch of March 19. 1939, 
from Lord Halifax to Sir R.Hoare (page '339)? 

n Sir A.Cadogan cross-questioned M.Tilea last night. 

He had- been instructed. by Roumanian Minister for, Foreign ^Affairs 
to give .categorical d enial of ultimatum - story and informs d that 
negotiations with. .German Government "were ephtinuirf^ 

. cadre: . ? ’ V >’•; 

said’he was convinced of ; t^th- o^ ultimatum story 
. which I eivefd ’from private ; source ;in- Roumahia . ‘ He; 

'"added ^ .however Jfchat^theruitiraat^ 

. • days/- b efSr eo t h ev : - C z d ch crisis and had been turned .do 
Ithe Rdumani^ i v ^ 


^v^Excerpt; from 'dispatch .of March 19, .1939 j • 
;frdm : ;Sir R.Hoare to; Lord Halifax (page 391).? . 


; /' \ V . y _ V : "Mini st er^f or ) Foreign Affairs': tells; me in ^personal 
' . . confidence that heyhaaygiven -the Roumanian Minist er a tremen^ 

^ dous head ; ; washing. J 




Exc erpt fromv dispatch of March 20^1939 , , r 

; ?frbmf5i^ Halifax (page 393-^399.) ? 






.y ^Thi¥i wa s ragr eeS: and , the vKihg whoXwhbwed 'great v^friendllnS^. -assured/ 
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There was much in the German proposals that was unpalatable 
but no sort of exception could be taken to the manner in which 
they had been presented and pressed; I was to believe, if war 
ultimatum was presented I would be informed at once and His 
Majesty hoped that his Minister’s false alarm would. not lead 
you to conclusion that conduct of Roumanian policy was not 
serious. 

w Roumania would resist German pressure but she could 
not do so indefinitely without support. 

tt X am inclined to conclude ithat before leaving for 
London Roumanian Minister received from the King some . sort 
of general instruction to use every effort to convince :;m 
Government of the necessities of the situation in' South-East ernv : 
Europe and that he set , about his task with impulsive nalve'teV.' ;'o- 
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